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Preservation
Preservation of historical 
texts is contributing to an 
ever increasing body of 
recorded knowledge.
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Preservation

Action 1: Access, Use and Reuse
• Ensure that data is accessible to both designated
users and re-users, on a day-to-day basis.

Action 2: Transform
• Create new data from the original.
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Persistence
• Digital renderings of 

historical texts have 
facilitated much broader 
access to their intellectual 
content but require 
context. 
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Performance

• Processing digital representations 
of historic text into machine 
readable and actional formats 
supports the goal of preservation 
by engaging a wider community 
and enabling access.
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Archival 
Resource 
Key (ARK) 
Identifiers

• Have a decentralized infrastructure
• Are stable and portable
• Allow inflections to facilitate services
• Can be carried in a URI
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Historical
Vocabularies

• If digitized historical documents are to be 
properly understood in their temporal 
context, it is also necessary to include 
historical vocabularies in the preservation 
process that align with the textual resources.
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LCSH 
1910
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SKOS enabled vocabularies
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Concept 
Extraction
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Conclusion

Historical documents are being transformed to digital formats to enable analytics. Temporally aligned vocabularies 
have not been addressed on the same level. We have sought to address this deficit by transforming historical 

vocabularies from their printed or electronic forms and prepare them for analysis and encoding as linked data.
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